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Since children don't come with directions, a retired kindergarten teacher with over 25 years of

experience wrote this how-to manual which bridges the gap between home & school. It is a

money-saving preschool resource which informs parents & caregivers as to what they could &

should be doing to teach basic readiness skills that are necessary for a child to achieve success in

school. This 344-page developmental handbook clearly describes 260 weekly learning activities,

each of which is based on a different concept. These activities require only materials usually found

in the home, thereby providing 5 years of free toys! An activity is provided for each week of the

child's life from birth to age 5. Activity guides are written in language that is easy to understand &

include statements of the ways in which the activity promotes growth in different areas of

development. The third printing now includes ""Tips for Solving Behavioral Dilemmas"". This

handbook informs parents WHEN, HOW, & WHAT skills it develops for children from birth to age 5.
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I got this book a few years ago because it was mentioned in "The Well Trained Mind" by Bauer and

Wise. At first I thought I would use it regularly but it turns out I use it more when we are stuck at

home and I run out of ideas.Pros:-It has a new activity for each week of life of your child.-Most

activities require materials you likely have at home.-My kids have generally enjoyed these

activities.-Everything is educational and she gives you ideas on how to expand on the

activity.Cons:-You can find most of these activities somewhere online. Maybe not as organized by

age and developmental stage.-Some activities require a lot of prep work-It is a little outdated



Written by an experienced teacher, the weekly activities included in this book encourage hands-on

participation, are simple to implement and are easy on the budget. There's no need to purchase

supplies, only use what's readily available in your house. My 4 year old has enjoyed each of the

weekly activities and asks to do them again (like the hiding of the shapes activity in age 4, week 1).

Great resource for combating rainy-day (or mid-afternoon) boredom and a low-cost alternative to

pricey, educational toys. My only regret is not owning this book earlier.

It was okay...but I found with just play and books, songs and dancing my daughter accomplishes

most of the suggestions. I was disappointed with the ideas. I don't really use it.

I'm still reading this as it goes step by step through the progress of a child from birth to five years.

Insightful conclusions on a child's development.

Looks great, except for the major typo, which ruins it for me
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